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GODDESS OF MOTHERHOOD IN
MARKET PLACE

The woman who is worshipped as a goddess of motherhood
is pushed into the market place; the woman who is respected as
a mother is shown half-naked in cinema posters. All this is being
done to enable businessmen to earn advantages and profit. These
are the outpourings of many an anguished heart in our society. Not
only that. We come across people who deplore the use of a woman's
figure as a sex symbol in advertisements of commodities like soaps.
These people are pained to see the degradation of the Indian
woman's culture1. Many people are becoming indignant as they are
afraid that men who happen to see such obscene posters may
become depraved. Yet some others condemn the practice of women
taking up jobs of sales girls and models as they see a danger of
women becoming immoral because of the very nature of their
employment. It is surmised that the day of degradation of society
is not far off when money is being earned by business circles by
exploiting the body of the woman. The wail goes up that it is the
beginning of the decline of morality when a woman is shown or
painted half-naked in films, cinema posters and literature.

What is obscenity?

The agitation is mounting against the names of certain films
like Manmatha Kreeda (Manmatha's Play) Kama pisachi(Lusty Devil),
Avasaraniki O Adathi (Woman to Meet a Need) which are highly
objectionable and immoral. Indeed, in the case of names like
Manmatha Kreeda crude English equivalents like Sexual Intercourse
have also been used. That the cinema posters relating thereto
cause disgust and abhorence, that they bear evidence to the moral
degradation of the society and that such film makers ought to be
punished is certain. Now the real problem comes into the purview
of discussion. Many questions arise. What is propriety? What do we
mean by obscenity? What is beauty? What contributes to depravity?
What are the standards to determine these qualities? Which is the
touchstone? Who are the persons to determine what is proper and
what is objectionable? Is there any relationship between impropriety